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MUSIC DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
Clara Longstreth  

The NAS 2022-2023 season of singing was filled with splendid moments, from the
exuberance of the vocal lines of Bach to the world premiere of our lively commissioned work
by Dale Trumbore, to the fun of returning to choruses from Scott Joplin’s “Treemonisha”.

The chorus was a little smaller, as it has been post covid, but we welcomed several excellent
young singers, and overall the balance was quite good.

In December we were challenged by the amount of German in Bach and Schütz, and there
were tricky high lying runs for sopranos. But the fine performance of “Jesu meine Freude” was
our reward for the hard work, as singers and audience loved the piece. Composers new to us,
Caroline Shaw and Zanaida Robles, fast became favorites.

In March we relished the tuneful lines and humor, especially in “Counting Two”, of Trumbore’s
brand new “Charting the World”, which we commissioned. Judith Shatin’s “La Frontera”
brought the plight of young immigrants in detention into sharp focus. Louise Talma’s witty
“Let’s Touch the Sky”, which Chamber Chorus sang accompanied by flute, oboe, and
bassoon from the excellent Harlem Chamber Players, was full of charm. This program
featured six works by women composers.

In May a highlight was the extraordinary performance of our tenor and bass sections of
Britten’s wrenching, dramatic “Ballad of Little Musgrave and Lady Barnard”, under the baton
of Assistant Conductor José Juan Marzal Fernandez. Not to be outdone on the program, the
sopranos and altos worked hard and conquered the treacherous, but winning rhythms of
Andrew Rindfleisch’s “Me! Come! My Dazzled Face!”.  The performance of an old favorite,
“Design for October”, was beautiful, and Michael Dellaira’s “The Campers at Kitty Hawk”
brought down the house as the Chamber Chorus made the fast paced story of the Wright
Brothers learning to fly soar to vivid life. Our guest soprano Asha Lindsey sang Joplin’s “Real
Slow Drag” with exquisite tone and a twinkle in her eye.

Finally, The Chamber Chorus sang a program on their own in Cold Spring, NY at the lovely
Restoration Chapel on the banks of the Hudson river. An overflow audience enjoyed a varied
program that included four cabaret songs by our own soloists, with former Assistant
Conductor David Recca at the piano.

We had a very good year!



PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
Donna W. Zalichin 

Usually our pre-season summers are relatively quiet. But the summer of 2022 saw several of
us engaged in the most enormous (non-musical) project in which NAS has ever been involved
– that of moving 55 years worth of music from our storage unit in the Bronx. What to do with
our vast trove of music had long been on the minds of the NAS Board as storage became an
increasing drain on our budget.  While we do often come back to favorite pieces, we love
discovering and performing new works as well, and it was clear that action must be taken.
But what? Luckily, our need was answered in a rather unexpected way: long-time chorus
member Tim DeWerff had (sadly for us) relocated to Kansas, and he learned of a music
library there that was anxious to expand its holdings. They were thrilled to be offered our
scores of scores (sorry, I just could not resist!) – all we had to do was figure out how to pack it
up and get it to Kansas. Bob Palmer – Bass, Board member, and organizer extraordinaire --
calculated that we had close to 400 linear feet of music, weighing an estimated 3,000
pounds. After exploring various options, the music was loaded onto two pods, put onto a
truck, and driven to Kansas, where it is now part of the Jane Sullivan Choral Library. We are
delighted that our music has found a good home, and are grateful for the hard work of
those who made it happen.

And then, of course, we also got to sing! Navigating the Covid landscape was again a
challenge: We sang our December concerts wearing masks, but in March and May regular
testing allowed for singers to perform “mask optional.” A combination of good will, good
compliance, and good luck enabled us to get through our season with no outbreaks in our
ranks, and to give excellent performances of beautiful music. As usual, Clara programmed a
wonderful mix of old and new choral works that we loved singing and our audiences loved
hearing. We have continued to make our performances available virtually, which has proven
a boon to those unable to attend in person. 

As I turn over the role of Board President to Michelle Neary, I extend my heartfelt thanks to
all the wonderful, hard-working members of the NAS Board, to the singers, and of course to
Clara, who continues to inspire us with her grace and fine musicianship. 



I am pleased to report that NAS remains in a strong financial position for fiscal year 22-23.
Our endowment remains robust ($283,349), and we have almost $170,000 in the bank,
including $109,000 in two funds (50th anniversary and the Family Trust) that are dedicated
to a variety of special projects, including commissions and orchestral instrumentation. Our
budgeting was conservative, appropriately reflecting a smaller chorus and the challenges of
this post-pandemic time, and we did a little better - by $2,500 - than we had anticipated.  

NAS has an actual shortfall of ($35,164) this year, somewhat better than we had budgeted at
($37,750.) We do have the resources to cover this shortfall thanks to cash reserves built up
from surpluses in prior years, and we have taken the steps necessary to significantly reduce
shortfall for next season. 
 
Income

With respect to ticket sales, we are below budget by $1,354, but overall our income is still
significantly below pre-pandemic levels, reflecting a host of factors, but especially our
smaller chorus size. Our overall ticket sales did benefit from purchases of streaming tickets,
an unexpected bright spot in our season. We anticipate similar streaming sales will continue
into future seasons, as technology enables attendance by those who cannot attend our
concerts in person.
 
Ticket Sales (includes in-person and live stream):
 

 

Membership Dues 
At $12,848 we are slightly above our budgeted figure of $11,250, but still below pre-pandemic
levels, again directly reflecting the smaller chorus size.

TREASURER'S REPORT
Orren Alperstein 



TREASURER'S REPORT continued
Spring Benefit Contributions 
Thanks to a very generous chorus member who donated a wonderful cabaret performance,
including all related expenses, and several other Board members who covered the costs of an
additional cabaret and salon, we netted $8,621, only a small amount below our $10,000
projection.  
     
Our Annual Fund Contributions have come in $2,700 higher than projected at $56,785.

Higher Costs
Tax-Preparation/Bookkeeping and Music Storage costs were higher than anticipated, over
budget by $7,491,  but these are expected to be one-time aberrations.

Conclusion
NAS has an actual shortfall of ($35,164) this year, somewhat better than we had budgeted at
($37,750). We had ample resources built up from surpluses in prior years, so we chose to leave our
endowment funds fully invested and cover the entire shortfall with our cash reserves. We have
also taken the steps necessary to significantly reduce the shortfall for next season.



LEADERSHIP | 2022-2023

Board of Directors

Donna W. Zalichin, President
Michelle Neary, Vice-President
Orren Alperstein, Treasurer
Robin D. Beckhard, Secretary
Andy James
Katherine Leahy
Robert H. Palmer
Elisa Peimer
Susan H. Perkins
A. Robert Pietrzak
Clara Inés Schuhmacher
Gwendolyn D. Simmons
Ellen G. Stark

Advisory Council

Joanne Hubbard Cossa
Amy Kaiser
Richard Kessler
Paul Alan Levi
Allan Miller
Diana Solomon-Glover
Brian Zeger



NEW AMSTERDAM SINGERS | 2022-2023

SOPRANOS

Orren Alperstein
Sophie Arroyo
Judith Ballan 
Robin Beckhard*
Martha Beckwith
Colleen Blain
Jayanthi Bunyan**
Laura Cohen**
Dana Crowell**
Susan Daum
Naomi Draper
Lillie Dremeaux
Janet Field
Rebecca Harris
Laura Klein
Abigail Kniffin
Liz Lang
Katherine Leahy**
Jaime Leifer**
Michelle Neary*
Tracey Ober
Andrea Olejar*
Judith Pott*
Clara Schuhmacher**
Elizabeth Stein
Elspeth Strang
Miki Takebe
Jennifer Trahan

TENORS

Paul Blanchard
José Juan Marzal 
  Fernandez
Nathaniel Granor**
Thomas Haller
Jason Lowenhar
Robert J. Marlowe
Nate Mickelson
Paul Parsekian*
Bob Pietrzak
John W. Pinegar
Benjamin Prud'homme*
Timothy H. Sachs**
William Simpson
Hsin S. Wang
Scott Wilson

BASSES

Richard Abel
Bendix Anderson*
Michael Berger
Ross Bradshaw*
Walter Daum
Jason Eck
Jethro Eisenstein
Eli Enenbach**
Steven Hanna 
Philip Holmgren**
Steve Holtje*
Michael Landy*
John Leuenhagen
Robert Palmer
Mark Rehnstrom
Caleb Small
Rafael Yuste

ALTOS

Cynthia Brome
Isabel Colman
Isabella Creatura**
Rebecca Dee**
Jenny Delson
Stephanie Golob
Elizabeth Hardin
Sally Hoskins**
Hannah Kerwin
Eleanor Kulleseid
Meg Mathile
Elisa Peimer
Charlotte Rocker**
Ellen Stark*
Vera Sziklai
Donna Zalichin

*Chamber Chorus
**Chamber Chorus Only



ANNUAL FUND DONORS | 2022-2023
ARCHANGELS 
($2,500 and greater)

Anke Dening Volcker
Bettina Murray
Robert H. Palmer
Susan H. Perkins
Bob Pietrzak & Nancy Fuchs
Donna Zalichin & Barry Kramer

ANGELS
($1,000 - $2,499)

Orren Alperstein
Anonymous
Ralph and Robin Arditi
Dori Beckhard
Robin D. Beckhard & Bryan Shelby
John & Gail Duncan
Hannelore & Jeremy Grantham
Bevis Longstreth
Mary K. Libby
Allan Miller & Marie Winn
Coco & Richard Neel
Cynthia Sculco
Gwendolyn Simmons
Anthony Viscusi
Duvall Williams
Barbara Zucker-Pinchoff & Barry S.
Pinchoff

BENEFACTORS
($500 - $999)

Tom & Nancy Berner
Steve & Susan Bloom
Joseph Brooks
Margarita Brose
Michael & Dudley Del Balso
Jethro Eisenstein & Stefany Gordon
Eli Enenbach
Stacey Farley & Peter Davoren

Hans & Doris Grunwald
Frieda Holober
William Hunter & J. Christian Annalora
Andy James
Beatrice Mitchell
Janet Neary
Barbara & Charles Robinson
Charlotte Rocker
Elspeth Strang & Will Maitland Weiss
Rae Zimmerman

PATRONS
($250 - $499)

Sarah & Doug Banker
Jutta & Hans Bertram-Nothnagel
Colleen Blain
Roger Boocock
Linda Bookheim & Steve Widerman
John & Mary D. Brust
Nicky Chapin
Joanne Hubbard Cossa
Dana Boocock Crowell
Charles Ecker
Thomas Emmons
John James Entwistle
Nancy Jaicks
Dell Kendall
Hannah Kerwin
Eli Kramer
Leigh B. Lauder
Katherine Leahy
Laura Lewis
Sharon & Steve Mann
Howard & Clare McMorris 
Michelle Neary
Geneva Overholser
Paul Parsekian & Kathy Phillip
Hugh Rosenbaum
Clara Schuhmacher & Daniel Edinberg
Betsy & Al Scott
Ellen Stark
Kate Stiassni

SPONSORS
($150 - $249)

Lucy Kraus
Frederica R. Lauder
Jaime C. Leifer & Tom Denniston
Susan McCormick
Phyllis & Slade Mills
Jayme & Bruce Neary
Novartis
Mary Sachs
William & Sharon Simpson
Christopher Smeall
Diane & Larry Sobin
Hsin Wang
Amy K. White

FRIENDS
(up to $150)

Karla Allen
Elyse Aronauer
Sharon Bahus
Regina Banks
John G. Brett
Barry Bryan
Sam Bryan & Amy Scott
Josephine Bush
Alida Camp
Teri Cohen
Susan M. & Walter Daum
Jenny G. Delson
M De Saxe
Jackie Draper
Lillie Dremeaux
Helen C. Evarts
Jim Finder
Michael Flack & Abigail Sloane
Nancy Fuchs
Kathy Gallo
Mary Cox Golden



Dorothy Goldstick
Dennis Goodenough
Tamar & Marshal Granor
David Greenberg
Lydia Hadjipateras
Pam Haft
ML Harman
Mary Harris
Matthew Harris
Molly Hazen
Priscilla & Edwin Holmgren
Sally Hoskins
Daniel Kabat
Robert Kniffin
Cynthia & William Krause
Margaret Kulleseid
Steven M. Lobel
John P. MacKenzie
Sara Mandelbaum
Anne Martz
Lawrence & Anne Martz
James McCrory
Dorothy Mckeown
Lina Morielli Rosenberg
Emily Nammacher
Patricia Ann Neely
Martha Otis
Elisa Peimer
Ronald Perera
Penelope & Xavier Pi-Sunyer
Sarah Plimpton & Robert Paxton
Judith Pott
In honor of Charlotte Rocker
Ray & Janice Scheindlin
Lorraine Skeen
Neely Small
Diana Solomon-Glover
Gillian Sorensen
Christopher St. John
Mary Colman St. John
Vera Sziklai
Christine Thomas
Virginia Thors

Jennifer Trahan
Joseph & Alice Vining
Phyllis & Bill Wallace
William Wallace
Mark Weisdorf
James Welby
Rebecca Williams
Laila Williamson
Mary Young



www.nasingers.org 
@NewAmsterdamSingers 

@nasingers 
nasingers.org/youtube 

The ‘community’ aspect of NAS is very important to me - it enhances the experience of
singing and I think sets us apart. I love the inter-generational composition of the chorus, the
ease with which so many of us interact on a meaningful level, and the friendships among
chorus members who would not have known each other otherwise.

P.O. Box 373, 
Cathedral Station 
New York, NY 10025 
 info@nasingers.org

All photos by Valerie Terranova Photography


