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In our first season back post pandemic, we were excited to be able to sing together, but it
was not a normal experience. We might characterize the situation as a triumph over
adversity: the masks, the necessity of learning music while we sat at a fair distance from
each other, and the absence of breaks with snacks and juice. While chorus membership was
down about a third, we had 8 new singers.

The December 2021 concert featured the long postponed performance of Robert Paterson’s 
 "I Go Among Trees," commissioned with the help of Barbara Zucker-Pinchoff and Barry
Pinchoff. It was gratifying to hear the work with marimba, and exciting to experience the
sophisticated phrasing and sheer dexterity of Makoto Nakura. The women sang Persichetti’s
"Winter Cantata," with flute and marimba, and the men sang Poulenc’s "Quatre Petites
Prières de St. François d’Assise." This concert was also the first chance to experience the fruits
of my year of research into music of Black composers. We found the works of Uzee Brown,
Rosephanye Powell, and John Work tuneful and lively.

The highlight of the March concerts was the beautiful singing of our guest soprano, Sonya
Headlam, in Copland’s "In the Beginning." With her warm tone and accuracy of pitch, she
also showed a personal, committed understanding of the text. Another highlight of the
concert was the presence of NAS alumna Tara Mack, who came from London to hear NAS
sing her "Harlem Night Song." We enjoyed her piece enormously. An audience favorite was
Dale Trumbore’s "In the Beginning" on a touching poem about mid life experience. I was
proud that the chorus mastered the complex counterpoint and challenging rhythms of works
by Adolphus Hailstork and Andrew Rindfleisch. Our accompanist, Pen Ying Fang, shone in
the bravura piano part in Ron Perera’s setting of ee cummings’ poem, "as freedom is a
breakfast food."

In May we had a totally successful first collaboration with the Harlem Chamber Players, who
joined the chorus for Philip Lasser’s beautiful "The Dream Keeper" in its New York premiere.
The chorus also sang seven works by Black composers, and the string quartet from the
Harlem Chamber Players played William Grant Still’s "Lyric Quartette."

Throughout the season David Recca was a source of support and inspiration as well as a
conductor of uncommon gifts. After eight years as our Assistant Conductor, he is moving on
to other conducting roles in the New York Area. 

MUSIC DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
Clara Longstreth  
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
Donna W. Zalichin 

After a year and a half in which we could not sing together in person, the excitement at our
first rehearsal in September 2021 was palpable, despite the many accommodations
necessary to keep Covid-19 from spreading through our ranks. We greeted old friends and
welcomed new ones and quickly got back into the swing of things by warming up our rusty
pipes. We deployed powerful air purifiers, kept windows open, and rehearsed in the more
spacious (and higher ceilinged) sanctuary. Masks, of course, were de rigeur. We gave up our
traditional group snack at break, but slipped outside on all but the most inclement Tuesdays.
And to help those isolating at home learn the music, the dedicated and talented Leslie Ching
livestreamed our rehearsals. The extensive protocols developed by the Health Committee
provided a framework for singing together safely, and everyone’s willingness to comply with
guidelines concerning exposure, testing, and quarantining helped us get through the season
without any transmission within the chorus. Bravi Tutti! 

As Clara has written in her report, our concerts were exciting and musically rewarding. And
our decision to livestream them was greeted enthusiastically by friends near and far who
would otherwise not have been able to attend an in-person performance. Our tech team
helped ensure that the listening and viewing experience, while not quite the same as being
“in the room where it happened,” provided a highly satisfying way of experiencing the
performances.

As I write this (July, 2022), yet another sub-variant has taken hold, and Covid cases are again
on the upswing. But the efficacy of vaccines and boosters is clear, and most cases are milder
than those in the early days of the pandemic. We don’t know what the future will bring, but
we’ve established that, with appropriate safeguards in place, we can continue to make music
together – and that’s what NAS is all about!

Thank you to all—singers, musical staff, volunteers, and loyal audience members—who
helped make the 2021-22 season such a success!
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Watch from anywhere! In 2021-2022, we began to Live Stream our concerts, inviting fans near and far
to watch and listen, to great success! We'll live stream our concerts moving forward, as it allows us to

share our music with an increasingly diverse audience. 



TREASURER'S REPORT
Orren Alperstein 

Unanticipated gifts in memory of Jessie Palmer,
a longtime, cherished supporter of the chorus,
and wife of bass, Robert Palmer;
Continued strong donations by loyal NAS
supporters to the Annual Fund;
Benefit income exceeded budget;
Strong and growing ticket sales for “streamed”
performances that make up for diminished live-
ticket sales;
Funds from a private gift (approximately
$10,000) offset unanticipated Covid-related
expenses, like air purifiers, rapid tests,
alternative/expanded rehearsal space, and
rehearsal/performance recording costs;
Payment for the commission of a new work by
Dale Trumbore, now scheduled for its premiere
in spring 2023, will be completed in FY2023, not
in FY2022 as expected.

*Value of the endowment rose by $30,000 in the
first half of the fiscal year, but dropped by $60,000
in the second half.

New Amsterdam Singers is in a strong financial position, in spite of the continuing difficulties caused
by the pandemic, and the resulting reluctance of some singers and audience members to return to
singing and attending concerts in person. The good news is that we do not have a shortfall and are
finishing the year in an unanticipated break even position.

The reasons for this positive situation are various:
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CONCERTS | 2021-2022

The Return of Song 
Friday December 10, 2021 and Sunday December 12, 2021 
Live stream Monday December 13, 2021

This concert featured the world premiere of the New Amsterdam Singers commission "I Go Among Trees"
by Robert Paterson, with guest marimbist Makoto Nakura. Paterson chose splendid texts for this 15-
minute work: the title poem by renowned poet and nature lover Wendell Berry, May Sarton’s wry take on
the cold weather in New England, and John Freeman’s fast-moving, colorful ode to the kestrel. The
marimba is a brilliant instrument evoking flight.

I Go Among Trees – Robert Paterson
               World premiere, commissioned by New Amsterdam Singers
We Will Stand Up – Karen Siegel
Winter Cantata – Vincent Persichetti 
The Word Was God – Rosephanye Powell
Deus in Adjutorium Meum – Benjamin Britten
O Radiant Dawn – James MacMillan
Wake me up, Lord – Uzee Brown
Newborn – John Wesley Work III
Quatres petites prières de Saint François d’Assise – Francis Poulenc

Clara Longstreth with
Barbara Zucker-Pinchoff,
guest marimbist Makoto
Nakura, and Robert
Paterson, who composed "I
Go Among Trees."

5



CONCERTS | 2021-2022

American Voices, Classic and New 
Friday March 18, 2022 and Sunday March 20, 2021  (live streamed and in person)

This program of American music was a combination of old favorites and new pieces, including Copland's
"In the Beginning," with Sonya Headlam, soprano, and the NYC premiere of "Harlem Night Song," by Tara
Mack–a New Amsterdam Singers alumna!

In the Beginning –Aaron Copland
In the Middle – Dale Trumbore
as freedom is a breakfast food – Ronald Perera
When Storms Arise – Adolphus Hailstork
Lord, We Give Thanks to Thee – Undine Smith Moore
Harlem Night Song – Tara Mack
                New York City premiere
Reincarnations – Samuel Barber
Careless Carols – Andrew Rindfleisch

Watch Clara Longstreth talk about the
concert program.

Watch chorus member Ellen Stark speak
with composer Tara Mack about her
composition, "Harlem Night Song." 

Soprano Sonya Headlam with Clara Longstreth Clara Longstreth with composer Tara Mack
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvcT7ySZSuY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqmfYIWJgRo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqmfYIWJgRo


The Dream Keeper
Friday May 22, 2022 and Thursday May 26, 2021  (live streamed and in person)

For our last concert of the season, we were joined by The Harlem Chamber Players for the New York
premiere of T'he Dream Keeper' by Philip Lasser. Composed in 2006, the work for chorus and eight
instruments sets poetry by Langston Hughes. In describing his choice of Hughes’ poetry for what he calls
a “Secular Cantata,” Lasser says, “the wonderful fluidity and subtle flow of his words inspired me to bring
into actual melody the music I believe is already embedded in the poems.” 

The Dream Keeper – Philip Lasser
              New York City premiere
Arise my Beloved – Adolphus Hailstork
Sicut Cervus – Rosephanye Powell
O Praise the Lord – Adolphus Hailstork
The Lee Shore – Samuel Coleridge-Taylor
We Shall Walk Through the Valley in Peace – Undine Smith Moore
O Praise the Lord – Ulysses Kay
Going Home – Hale Smith
Lyric Quartette – William Grant Still

CONCERTS | 2021-2022

Watch "The Dream Keeper"
composer Philip Lasser talk about

why he chose to set poems by
Langston Hughes.

Clara Longstreth pictured here
with Ashley Horne, concert
master of The Harlem Chamber
Players, and composer Philip
Lasser.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jilWws6DhRw&t=1s
https://www.instagram.com/harlemchamberplayers/


PROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP | 2021-2022

CLARA LONGSTRETH, Music Director 
is the founder and Music Director of New
Amsterdam Singers and has led the group for
its past 53 seasons. Under her direction, NAS
has become known as one of the premier
avocational choruses in New York City. Of Ms.
Longstreth’s programs, Allan Kozinn wrote in
The New York Times, “When a director takes up
the challenge of building a cohesive program
around a broad theme, we are reminded that
programming can be an art.” And in June, 2018,
Times critic Anthony Tommasini wrote, “You
think von Karajan’s 35-year reign at the Berlin
Philharmonic and Eugene Ormandy’s 44-year
association with the Philadelphia Orchestra
were impressive runs? Well, at a concert on
Wednesday night [May 30, 2018], Clara
Longstreth concluded her 50th season as music
director of the 70-member New Amsterdam
Singers….Ms. Longstreth conducted with
undiminished energy and focus.”

Ms. Longstreth studied conducting with G.
Wallace Woodworth at Harvard University and
with Richard Westenburg at The Juilliard
School, from which she received her Master’s
Degree. She also studied with Amy Kaiser and
Semyon Bychkov at the Mannes College of
Music, and with Helmuth Rilling at the Oregon
Bach Festival. Ms. Longstreth has been a
frequent adjudicator at choral conferences, and
was selected to present a lecture-
demonstration on “Adventures in Programming”
at the Eastern Division Convention of the
American Choral Directors Association. In 2009
she received an Alumnae Recognition Award
from Radcliffe College for her founding and
longtime direction of New Amsterdam Singers.
Ms. Longstreth has also served on the faculty of
Rutgers University, and as a guest conductor of 

the Limón Dance Company, the Mannes
College Orchestra, and the popular Messiah
Sing-In performances at Avery Fisher Hall. She
has led the chorus on 17 international tours.

DAVID RECCA, Assistant Conductor
is a lecturer at the Conservatory of Music at
Purchase College, SUNY, where he directs the
Purchase Chorus and Purchase Chamber
Singers; is a frequent guest conductor of the
Purchase Symphony Orchestra; and teaches a
variety of undergraduate courses
including music history, music theory, ear
training, and conducting. He is the newly
appointed Artistic Director of the New York City
Master Chorale. He is also the Artistic Director
of the Southern Connecticut Camerata, and the
Assistant Music Director of New Amsterdam
Singers. He has served as assistant conductor
to Mercury Opera Rochester, principal assistant
conductor to the Yale Camerata, and artistic
director to Madrigalia Via, whose performances
were hailed as “sinfully blissful” by the Wall
Street Journal. He has prepared choirs for
conductors such as Helmuth Rilling, David Hill,
Masaaki Suzuki, Simon Carrington, Erwin Ortner,
and Sir Gilbert Levine. He holds a Doctorate of
Musical Arts degree in Choral Conducting from
the Yale School of Music, a Master of Music
degree in Choral Conducting from the Eastman
School of Music, and a Performer’s Certificate in
Vocal Coaching and a Bachelor of Music
degree in Composition from Purchase College.

PEN YING FANG, Accompanist 
Pen Ying Fang has performed widely in the New
York and Philadelphia metropolitan areas,
building an extensive repertoire of solo and
chamber music. Currently, she serves as a
coach and accompanist at Westminster Choir 
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PROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP | 2021-2022

College, where she has worked with many
prominent artists and renowned voice
programs such as the CoOPERAtive summer
program and the Florence Voice Seminar in
Italy. As an accompanist she has also
performed and toured with several choirs from
the New York area, in which capacity The New
York Times has praised her performances as
“vivid” and “deft.” In 2018 Pen Ying was honored
to be a featured performer in a Philip Glass
opera workshop in North Adams, MA.

Pen Ying is a native of Taiwan, where she
began studying piano at age 5. There she
attended an experimental music-focused grade
school until moving to the United States. Here
she studied with Paul Hoffmann and Barbara
Gonzalez-Palmer, earning a BM and MM in
Piano at Rutgers University.

WILL MAITLAND WEISS, Manager
Will Maitland Weiss joined New Amsterdam
Singers as its Manager at the start of the
2018-2019 season. He is an adjunct professor for
St. Lawrence University, teaching a course on
entrepreneurship and nonprofit management in
their semester-in-New York City program; he
has also had guest teaching positions with the
Brooklyn College graduate program in arts
administration, Brown, CUNY/Baruch, NYU,
Seton Hall, and the University of the Virgin
Islands. Mr. Weiss is a former executive director
of the American Stage Festival, CSC Repertory
Theater, the Arts & Business Council of NY, and
the Big Apple Circus.

Board of Directors
Donna W. Zalichin, President
Ellen G. Stark, Vice-President
Orren Alperstein, Treasurer
Robin D. Beckhard, Secretary
Andy James
Katherine Leahy
Michelle Neary
Robert H. Palmer
Elisa Peimer
Susan H. Perkins
A. Robert Pietrzak
Clara Inés Schuhmacher
Gwendolyn D. Simmons

Advisory Council
Amy Kaiser
Richard Kessler
Paul Alan Levi
Allan Miller
Diana Solomon-Glover
Brian Zeger
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In December 2021, chorus
members joined forces to bake

cookies for concert goers in lieu of
our traditional holiday reception. 



PROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP | 2021-2022

The end of our 2021-22 season marked the end of the tenures of two valued members of the New
Amsterdam Singers community. After a record-breaking eight seasons as our assistant conductor,
David Recca is moving on to other musical endeavors, including leadership of the New York City
Master Chorale, Southern Connecticut Camerata and more. During his years with the New
Amsterdam Singers, David has been a true partner to music director Clara Longstreth, and we’ll all
miss his good humor, fine musicality, incisive teaching, and deep knowledge of choral music. He’s
been a great friend.

Will Maitland Weiss, our steadfast manager for the past four years, also left at the end of the
season, in his case for a well-deserved retirement. Will has been an invaluable member of our small
staff, especially during the difficult period of the Covid-19 pandemic. He’s brought an unmatched
professionalism to the job, not to mention an infectious enthusiasm. We wish David and Will well. 

David Recca with Clara Longstreth Will Maitland Weiss
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NEW AMSTERDAM SINGERS | 2021-2022

SOPRANOS

Orren Alperstein
Robin D. Beckhard
Martha Beckwith
Colleen Blain
Laura Cohen
Dana Crowell
Susan Daum
Lillie Dremeaux
Rebecca Harris
Laura Klein 
Abigail Kniffin
Katherine Leahy
Jaime C. Leifer
Christine Meyer
Michelle Neary
Tracey Ober
Andrea Olejar
Judith Pott
Bernardica Sculac-Stern
Elizabeth Stein
Elspeth Strang
Alyssa Sugarman
Jennifer Trahan

TENORS

Paul Blanchard
Nathaniel Granor
Tom Haller
Robert Marlowe
Nate Mickelson
Paul Parsekian
John Pinegar
Frayda Pitkowsky
Timothy H. Sachs
William A. Simpson
Hsin Wang
Scott Wilson

BASSES

Rick Abel
Bendix Anderson
Ross Bradshaw
Walter Daum
Eli Enenbach
Steven Hanna
Philip Holmgren
Steve Holtje
Michael Landy
John Leuenhagen
Robert Palmer
Mondy Raibon
David Recca
Caleb Small
Rafael Yuste

ALTOS

Allyson Bregman
Cynthia Brome
Isabella Creatura
Rebecca Dee
Stephanie Golob
Elizabeth Hardin
Sally Hoskins
Betty Kulleseid
Meg Mathile
Elisa Peimer
Ellen Stark
Vera Sziklai
Donna Zalichin
Barbara Zucker-Pinchoff
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ANNUAL FUND DONORS | 2021-2022
ARCHANGELS  
($2,500 and greater)

Anonymous
Orren Alperstein
Anke Dening-Volcker
Bettina Murray ✶ 
Robert H. Palmer
Susan H. Perkins
Robert Pietrzak & Nancy Fuchs
Duvall Williams ✶
Donna Zalichin & Barry Kramer

ANGELS  
($1,000-$2,499)

Anonymous
Ralph & Robin Arditi
Dori Beckhard
Joseph Brooks
Nicky Chapin
John & Gail Duncan
Hannelore & Jeremy Grantham
Molly Hazen ✶✶
Mary K. Libby
Clara & Bevis Longstreth
Guna & Robert Mundheim
Coco & Richard Neel
Heidi Nitze
Novartis
Robert Paterson
Judith Pott
Barbara Zucker-Pinchoff & Barry
     S. Pinchoff

BENEFACTORS 
($500-$999)

Robin Beckhard & Bryan Shelby
Nancy & Tom Berner
Edie & Michael Blair
Susan & Steven Bloom

Ari Brose
Peter Davoren & Stacey Farley
Michael & Dudley Del Balso
Jethro M. Eisenstein
Eli Enenbach
Alexia & Henry Fernandez
Andy James ✦
Allan Miller
Hee-Jung Moon
Paul Parsekian & Katherine
    Philipp
Sarah Plimpton & Robert Paxton
Rudolph & Sheila Rauch
Barbara Paul Robinson &
    Charles Raskob Robinson
    Fund
Betsy & Al Scott
Elspeth Strang & Will Maitland
    Weiss
Jennifer Trahan
George & Sandra Weiksner
Rae Zimmerman ▴

PATRONS 
($250-$499)

Elsie Aidinoff
Judith Ballan
Jutta & Hans Bertram-
    Nothnagel
Linda Bookheim & Steven
    Widerman
John Brett
Meridee Brust
Gilman Burke
Jodi Bush
Bonnie & Bruce Caputo
Joanne Hubbard Cossa
Dana & James Crowell
Brian Farrell
Marina Kellen French
Stephanie Golob & Rafael Yuste

Dennis Goodenough ✶ 
Lydia Hajipateras
William Hunter 
Dell Kendall
Victoria Larson
Maine Community Foundation
Diane & Mark Mickelson
Nate Mickelson
Emily Nammacher
Michelle Neary
Julie & Jim Phelps
David Platt
Genie & Don Rice
Clara Schuhmacher & Daniel
    Edinberg
Cynthia D. Sculco
Sylvia Shepard
Kate Stiassni
Phyllis & Bill Wallace
Robert & Ginny Walther
Blaikie & Bob Worth

SPONSORS  
($150-$249)

Karla Allen ▴▴ 
BAM Assurance Co.
Edith Bingham
Hunter Blain
Susan & Walter Daum
Jenny Delson
Tina Dobsevage
Elizabeth Stark Dugan
Cecilia Dupire
Nathaniel Granor
Rory & Jill Griess
Tom Haller
Lucy Kraus
Cindy & Bill Krause
Mary Lambert
Jaime Leifer & Tom Denniston
Susan McCormick
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This donor list reflects contributions made between July 1, 2021, and June 30, 2022. For any questions or corrections,
or for information about supporting the New Amsterdam Singers, please contact manager@nasingers.org.

Marilyn Nissenson
Hugh Rosenbaum
Ray & Janice Scheindlin
Bill & Sharon Simpson
Christopher Smeall
Diane & Larry Sobin
Christine Thomas
Laila Williamson

FRIENDS  
(up to $149)

Rick Abel
Toni Albanese
Debra Allee
Elyse Aronauer
Barbara & Mark Bach
Donna Barkman
Jewelle & Nat Bickford
Patti Bregman
Ruth Brooks
Sam Bryan & Amy Scott
Sophie Cook
Suzanne Day
Sylvain Demongeot
Jane Dougan
Sarah Dougan
Naomi Draper
Charlesanna Ecker
Mary & Bill Ford
Karen Freedman
Carol & Victor Gallo
Kathy Gallo
Mary Cox Golden
Stacey Gordon
Tamar & Marshal Granor
Joan Grubin
Doris & Hans Grunwald
Pam Haft
Julia & Steve Hanna
Matthew Harris

Mary Harris
Ellen Harrison
Mary Hatheway
Priscilla Holmgren
Frieda & George Holober
Sally Hoskins
Nancy Jaikes
Sara Koulen
Eli Kramer
Betty Kulleseid
Marit Kulleseid
Tim Krol
Nicola Lagonigro
Katherine Leahy
Harriet Levine
Laura Lewis
Lila Locksley
Katherine Longstreth
John P. MacKenzie
Anne & Lawrence Martz
Harlan & Nicole Matusow
Linda McCracken
Adeline Medeiros
Betty & Jack Meron
John Moohr
Lina Morielli-Rosenberg
Peter Moulton
Janet & Robert Neary
Jayme & Bruce Neary
Linda Norden
Elizabeth Norwood
Ruth Nott
Edward Nunes
Mary & Philip Oppenheimer
Linda Orton
Martha Otis
Thomas Palmer
Ronald Perera
Paul & Diane Peyser
Penny & Xavier Pi-Sunyer
Fredi Pomerance

Barrie Raik
Mary Hawkins Sachs
Timothy Sachs
Michal Saraf
Elizabeth Sandor
Bernardica Sculac-Stern
Suzanne Shelby
Abigail Sloane & Michael Flack
Nealie & Jonathan Small
Sylvia Smith
Diana Solomon-Glover
Beatrice Mitchell Sperry
Christopher St. John
Ellen Stark
Suzanne Stewart
Vera Sziklai
Quynh Thai
Virginia Thors
Alice & Joseph Vining
Margot & Anthony Viscusi
Robert Waltham
Hsin Wang
Martha Weille
James Welby
Scott Wilson & Mondy Raibon
Zane Zumbahlen

✶ in memory of Jessie Palmer
✶✶ in memory of Scott Gillam
✦ in memory of Clayton James
▴ in memory of Mike Zimmerman
▴▴in memory of Spencer Carr
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P.O. Box 373, Cathedral Station 
New York, NY 10025  

info@nasingers.org 
 

www.nasingers.org 
 

@newamsterdamsingers 
@nasingers 

nasingers.org/youtube 

WATCH AND LISTEN ON YOUTUBE!

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLm7b1ORYYS5puyCKzQWhUQ/videos

