
would be turned head over heel as we journeyed 17 mag

First some backstory. Because NAS back-burnered touring 

ed tour group of 51 souls (34 singers and 17 groupies), 

Donna Zalichin and James Crowell stepped up to take on 

under 51, and anything calling itself Plan B.

of several groups participating in the “IHLOMBE South 

tours. IHLOMBE (pronounced Ish-LOM-BAY) translates 
from the Zulu as “applause,” an excellent omen. Four 

On July 4th we lifted off JFK, minds undoubtedly abrew 

all seen the photos, read the news. But surprise! Squeezed 
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ceptive charm, Dries (trees with a D) de Bruyn. We are 

prise H.B. Stowe. Another corner turned up “Jungle Tots 
childcare;” yet another “Arthur Ashe Tennis Courts.”  But 

21

Up from the Bottom
 of the

World!



70s), Freedom Park in Pretoria, the Apartheid Museum, 

But it is winter here below the equator. We travel in bright 

to Pretoria. Why not? This is a spacious and beautiful 

arts on display (and sale). Click! Zoom! Pan! Post!

45 million inhabitants -- 77% black, 10% white, 8% 

But sing is what we came to do, and the opportunity to 

sweetened by a dynamite rendition of “Boogie Woogie 
Bugle Boy of Company B” delivered with top-drawer mu

from Toronto. Patty, Maxine, and Laverne times ten.
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couldn’t help but “get down.” Baritone Steve Hanna had 

yond expectations. The Xhosa (KOH-sa) people of eastern 

Post concerts, a group of twenty NASers remained to en
joy recreational visits to Chobe Safari Park in Botswana 
and Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe. As we welcomed the 

of the adventure. As the sun slipped into the Zambezi, 

4


